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Welcome 

We are honoured to welcome you all today to the Osmaston Memorial 

Dedication Event at Marble Hall.   

To The Lord-Lieutenant, The High Sheriff of Derbyshire, The Right 

Reverend Bishop of Derby, The Right Worshipful Mayor of the City of 

Derby, ladies and gentlemen, family and friends; we thank you for 

joining us today on the 75th anniversary of that tragic morning.   

We have received many messages from family members and friends 

who sadly were unable to be with us today, but we are also humbled 

and honoured that so many of you have been able to make it, and in 

many cases travelled great distances so that we may together honour 

the memory of those who lost their lives. 

They say time is a healer; but for those affected by the events of 27th 

July 1942, the scars remain, however faded.  Let us today take comfort 

that we may now finally memorialise our loved ones, and hope that 

today shall serve as a reminder to future generations of the tragedy 

that befell our community during the Second World War. 

I would like to finish by echoing the scripture on the Memorial itself… 

“no pain, no grief, no anxious fear, can reach our loved ones 

remembered here” 

Thank you. 

Mick Whitehead 

Chair of OSCAR 

 



Programme 

11.30am 

 

Arrival & Registration – Main Reception Marble Hall 

Signing of the Book of Remembrance. 

Complimentary refreshments served in Claude’s Café. 

12.00pm Welcome & Introduction to the Event  

Councillor Baggy Shanker & Mick Whitehead Chair OSCAR 

Marble Hall Reception & Memorial Window 

12.10pm Heritage Lottery Support 

Marble Hall Reception & Memorial Window 

12.15pm The Story of the Bombing of Rolls-Royce and Osmaston 
Mr. Peter Felix & Mr. Peter Kirk, Derbyshire Historical Aviation Society 

12.30pm Dedication Ceremony 

Call to Attention – performed by PC Karl Webster Derbyshire Police 

Roll Call – The Right Worshipful The Mayor of the City of Derby, 

Councillor John Whitby  

Unveiling of Plaque – conducted by Mr. Peter Felix & Mr. Peter Kirk 

‘Ode of Remembrance’ – presented by Mr. Gerald Taylor 

Last Post – performed by The Royal British Legion 

Standards Lowered 

Minute Silence 

Reveille – performed by The Royal British Legion 

Standards Raised 

Dedication – The Right Reverend Dr. Alastair Redfern, The Bishop of 

Derby 

Wreath & Floral Tributes – presented by Mr. William Tucker, Lord 

Lieutenant of Derbyshire & Mrs Annie Hall, High Sheriff of Derbyshire, The 

Right Worshipful, The Mayor of the City of Derby Councillor John Whitby 

“So much lost potential” – presented by Mr. Anton Rippon, Derby 

Telegraph Columnist & Author 

The Sunset Fanfare – performed by PC Karl Webster Derbyshire 

Constabulary 
12.55pm Close of Event & Final Thoughts 

Councillor Baggy Shanker  

1.00pm Lunch  

Complimentary refreshments and lunch served in the Marble Hall Board 

Room. 



The Story of the Bombing of Rolls-Royce and Osmaston  
Researched and written by Mr Peter Kirk, Derbyshire Historical Aviation Society 
 

Between 1940 and 1942 Derby’s Rolls-Royce factory was the target for 
at least nine raids, but only the last one had any success.  
 
The four crewmembers of a Dornier 217 of Kampfgeschwader 2 
(Bomber Group 2 - pictured below) had selected Rolls-Royce as their 
target for a single aircraft raid. In the early morning of 27 July 1942 
they set off from their base Deelen in Holland to carry out the task, 
flying at low level to avoid detection across the North Sea to the Wash.  

‘Ludwig Siegfried’, the Do217 that bombed Roll-Royce (Image Courtesy of Peter Kirk) 
 

From here they flew practically due west at 150ft through the drizzle. 
On the way, they crossed the aerodrome at Harlaxton, where the 
startled defences managed to fire a few shells from their anti-aircraft 
guns at the bomber before it disappeared from view. The next part of 
the flight was towards the railway bridge near Swarkestone Bridge 
where they turned north towards Derby, passed without incident.  
 
On the approach to the factory their aircraft collided with the cable of 
the balloon situated beside Chellaston Road, breaking glazing in the 
nose and making communication between the crew almost impossible 
due to the inrushing air, before slipping between fuselage and engine. 
For a few seconds the airmen’s lives were in the balance, but due to an 
error by the balloon handlers, the cable eventually snapped, freeing the 
bomber. Had the balloon functioned correctly, the carnage in Allenton 
would have been indescribable. The event, not unsurprisingly, shook 
up the fliers so much that navigator’s aim was spoiled and three of their 
four 500kg bombs overshot the factory.  



The first bomb, however, 
crashed through the roof 
of the Central Stores (pic 
left) and ricocheted 
through a wall into the 
Steel Stores.  
 
Here it buried itself in the 
floor before exploding 10-
15 seconds later creating 
the crater (pic below) by 
which time the Dornier 
was climbing through the 
cloud on its way home.  

(Images Courtesy of Crown Copyright) 
 
The other bombs 
landed roughly in line 
with the first causing 
damage and death in 
the streets beyond the 
factory. 
 
The bomber’s troubles 
were not yet over: a 
Spitfire challenged it 
over Lincolnshire but 
was unable to effect 
the hoped-for kill. The 
German crew survived 
both the raid and the 
War. 
 
There were no further raids on Derby, and although the Luftwaffe 
considered the raid to be a success, despite damage to the steel store 
and surrounding workshops, engine production was hardly affected. 
However, the death toll in-and-around the factory rose to 23, with 120 
persons injured.  
 
It is for those that lost their lives that we join together today to 
remember the morning of July 27th 1942.                
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In loving memory of… 

BACON, Arthur HIGGINS, Sydney 

BASE, Arthur Frederick HILL, John William 

BATES, Olive May HORN, Charles Levi 

CARLEN, Thomas Lee ISSAC, Frederick Cecil 

DOGGREL, Vera Mabel JENKINS, Doreen Cecelia 

FARMER, Dorothy Lena LAWRENCE, Ethel Esther 

FARMER, Sylvia May LOWE, Cyril Leslie 

FINAN, Margaret Eileen NIELD, Doris 

FRANKLIN, Elizabeth Helen PEACH, James 

GRATTON, George Henry REGAN, Dennis 

GREATOREX, Dora TAYLOR, Joseph 

GRIMMER, Francis Robert  

 

“remember yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow” 

 

 



We have left this page for you to record your own memories of 

today’s event.



  



 


